SERIN AG-UR-----SERPENTINE.

is the number of terms, and 1) is called the
common difference. A geometrical series or
progress-ion is of the form a + ar + ar^ +
... + a rn-\ and the sum of such a series is
o(g-ft-l)
r - 1

Serinagur. See Srinagar.
Seringapatam' (properly, Sri-ranga-pata-
nam, 'city of Vishnu'), a celebrated town
and fortress in the province of Mysore,
Madras Presidency, India. It is situated on
an island formed by two branches of the
Kaveri, 24=5 miles s.w. of Madras, and is
generally ill-built, with narrow, dirty streets.
It was once the capital of Mysore. The
palace, formerly extensive, is now in ruins.
Other notable public buildings are the great
mosque, and the pagoda of Sri Hanga, the
arsenal, and the cannon foundry. The mas-
sive fortifications were the work of Tippoo,
the son of Hyder All, assisted by Trench
engineers, and the fortress was three times
besieged by the British, first in 1791, and
afterwards m 1792 and 1799. On the last
occasion it was carried by assault, Tippoo
himself being slain while fighting desper-
ately, together with 8000 men. Pop. 10,594,
once 140,000.

Seri'phos, or SERPHO, a small rocky island
belonging to the Greek Oyclades, yielding
some corn and wine, while iron ore is mined.
It furnished several vessels to the Athenian
fleet in the battle of Salami's, and was used
as a place of exile by the Romans. Pop.
2943.

Serjeant-at-arms, in England, one of
the officers who attend the person of the
sovereign to arrest offenders of distinction,
&c. Two of them attend on the two houses
of parliament, and each has a deputy, their
duties being to apprehend any offender at
the injunction of the house. On certain oc-
casions the Lord-mayor of London is allowed
the attendance of a serjeant-at-arms.

Serjeant-at-law, in England; formerly a
barrister of the highest rank. The serjeants-
at-law formed a special order or brother-
hood, and took precedence over all the other
barristers. They were appointed by the
crown, and were selected from barristers of
not less than sixteen years' standing. In
court they were distinguished by a special
dress. The judges in common law formerly
were always selected from the Serjeants.

Serous Huids, a name given to the lymph-
like pellucid fluids secreted by certain mem-
branes and contained in certain cavities of
the body. An excess of this secretion con-

stitutes a diseased and often a dropsical
condition. See next article.
Serous Membranes are certain double
membranes in the human body, as the pleura,
pericardium, peritoneum, &c., which form
a sort of closed sac surrounding certain
organs, the interior surfaces of the sac
secreting a small quantity of serous fluid.
Their chief function is to allow free action
to the organs, and they are also intimately
connected with the absorbent system, the
vessels of which freely open on their surfaces.
These membranes are liable to various dis-
eases, as inflammation (pleurisy, pericar-
ditis, &c.), morbid growths, dropsical effu-
sions, haemorrhage, &c.
Serpent, a bass musical wind-instrument,
of a serpentine form, made of wood covered
with leather, having a mouthpiece and sev-
eral keys; now almost superseded by the
ophicleide.
Serpent-charming, an art of great an-
tiquity, confined in practice exclusively to
eastern countries. Several allusions are
made to it in the Bible, as Ps. Iviii. 5; Eccl.
x. 11; Jer. viii. 17, and also in classical
writers. The power exercised by the char-
mers over poisonous serpents is unquestion-
ably remarkable, and though there is little
doubt that the common practice of the
charmers is to extract the fangs before ex-
hibiting their feats, yet we have good au-
thority for believing that it is not unusual
to dispense with this. The instrument usu-
ally employed in serpent-charming is a kind
of pipe, which is varied by whistling and the
use of the voice. The effect of this medley
of sounds is to entice the serpents from
their holes, and this done the serpent-char-
mer pins them to the ground with a forked
stick. In India and other places the art of
serpent-charming is an hereditary profes-
sion, and is practised for the purpose of
gaining a livelihood by administering to the
amusement of the public. Besides the evi-
dent power music has upon the serpents,
they appear to be influenced in a marked
degree by the eye of the charmer, who con-
trols them by merely fixing his gaze upon
them.
Serpent-eater.   See Secretary-lird.
Serpentine, an abundant mineral, usually
having a granular or impalpable composi-
tion, and presenting red, brown, black, yel-
low, and gray colours, in veined, spotted,
and other figures or combinations; surface
almost dull; lustre resinous; streak white,
acquires some lustre; hardness 3; specific
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